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I. GENERAL

1. Organdgation.

Headquarters and Hsadquart

ors Battery, 2l4th Antdeircraft Artillery

Group, was organized on 10 November 1943, st Guadalcanal, Solemon Islands, frem

Keadguarters and Headquarters Battery, 2l4th Coast
pont pursuant to authority contained in General Order No. 339, Headquarters

USAFISPA, APO #502.

2, Commanding Vifisers,

(Antisiroraft) Regi-

RAME BAE ASH. FERICD
STODDARD, JORY E. Golonsl 0-275151 1 October 1939 to 10 May 1944
MERKLE, ERNEST A. Colenel 0-15597 10 May 1944  to 26 July 19ik
OHAWDLER, HORTON L.  Colonsl 0-130618 26 July 194k  to 22 April 1945
YEDDELL, WILLIAM A,  Colamel 0-16340 22 Aprdl 1945 to date.
II. MOVEMENTS OF UNIT

Date of departure and arrivel of the Group at all gtations or combat
pocitions during all subseguent movements in chronological order:

o
BERARTURE LOCATION

2h September 1942
California,
3 November 1942 Aucklind,
figw Zoaland,
25 Janwary 1943
Eew Galedonia
26 December 1943 Guadalsanal
10 June 194 . Auokland
. New Zealand
10 Auguet 1944 Finschhafen
. New Gulnea
11 3eptember 1944 Toem, Dutsh
New Guinea

8an Francdsco,

Tontouta Adr Base, 30 Jan

DATE

opP
ARRIVAL

7 Cotober 1942
6 Rovember 1942

1943

31 Desember 1943
22 June 1944
14 August 1944,

15 September 1544

S=E~C~R-E~T

LOCATION
Pukekohe, New Zealand
Houmes, New Caledonia

Henderson Field, Guad-
alcamal

Takspuna, New Zealand
Finschhafen, New Gulnea

Toem, lLutch New Guinea

Ndorotai, Netherlands
Zast Indles
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XII. GCMMBAT ACTIVITIES

. a. The Antlaircraft Artillery Defense of Henderson Field, Ouadslcanal
wag the responsibility of the 21hth AAA Croup (then the 21hth CA(AA) Regiment)
from 30 Janusry 1943 to 26 December 1943. The Regiment was gomposed of the

following undtss

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, First Battalien, 214th CA(Ar)
Regiment with Batteries A, B, C, D and First and Second Provisional
Batterios, making a totsl of six Gun Batteries.

Readquarters and Hesdquarters Battery, Second Battalion, 214th CA(AA)
Rom@ with Bﬂtmdeﬂ E, F, G and H,

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Third Battalion, 214th CA(AA)
Regiment with Batteries I and K. '

' b. The primary area for AAA defonse initislly was Henderson Fleld,
Ag Fighter Strip #l, east of tienderson and FPighter Strip /2, weet of Hender-
son wae completed, the primary defense ndselon shifted $o the area of app-
raximately 6,000 by 15,000 fest in which the three strips and the dispersal
and repoir areas were concontrated, (See exhibite A and B)

c. There ware 29 raide recorded, all of whish camo within range of
AMA wespons and were ongaged, (See exhibit C) Two hundred and eighteen planes.
were involved in these raide, of which one hundred and twenty participated in
the big deylight raid of 16 Jume 1943. For the purpoee of these statistice an
astaek 15 defined ae a flight which came into range of AAA weapons on & head-
ing which could readily be developed into a hostile attack on the area.

IR MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT  TOTAL
Bwber of Reids 5 5 b 3 2 3 2 5 - 29
Planss Involved 21 6 1 9 2l 1 2 12 218
4ttacks Made 13 i% S 15 5 3 9 10 11 7
d. Of the 29 raids in which attaks developed, 2 were withcut advanse

fire wap restristed by Fighter Con-

warning and 2 attacks were made whem AAA
troller,
FEB MR APR MAY JUN JUL AR SEPT ZOTAL
Radds w/overing 1 © © O ©0 O © o 1
attagks w/o warning 1 +] 0 0 0 o - 1 0 2
0 0 1 1l 0 0 0 2

ASA Fire Hestricted O

- 2 -
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o. The effestiveness of fire is re‘loct;ed in that almest all attacks
were delivered fram 20,000 feot altitude or above.

ALZITUDE OF ATTACK FEB MAR APR MAY JUM JUL AUG JEPT IOMAL &

Below 1,000 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 o 4 5.2
1,600 to 5,000 0o 0 © 0 0 0 0 o0 0 0
5,000 to 10,000 6 06 0 0o 0 0 ©0 © 0 0
10,000 to 20,000 66 1 1 o0 1 ©0 0 1 L 5.2
Over 20,000 10 10 13 5 1 9 7 18 65 8h.a
unknown 2 2 1 90 9 9 2 & 4 52

Totals 13 11 15 5 3 9 10 1 77 1000

Uf the 84.4% above 20,000, 81.5% of those were zbove 24,000 feet.

£f. Of the 77 attacks that were suitable AAA targets, 73 were suitable
for 90mm guns only and only &4 were sultasble for automatie weapons fire.

/ / g Antlaircraft Artillery action resulted in the destruction of four-
tecen planes, in the probable destrustion of eight end in dsmage to six others.
Automatic weapons were orsdited with three destroyed, no probables and nono
damaged. The low percentage of automatis weapons targets was probably due to
the expensive lessons the 3vd Harine Defonse Battalion had given the Japs during
the esrly months of the compaign. The number accredited to 90mm fire slonme,
cleven destroyed, eight probable and gix demaged, while not large, was undoubt-
edly kept down by the high altitudes flown, The number of hostile airsraft
turned beck by 90mm indicatod that considerasble damage was inflicted by 90mn
fire, The result of which could not be accurately assesed, bearing evidence
to theeffectiveness of the entiairoraft artillary ie the record of only 6
strings of bombs, many of them only small anti-personnel type, and one addition-
&l straffing attask, falling on the defended area. Two of these ogscasions were
eneak reids, one when friendly planes wore landing and the ememy circled the
illusinated field with bhis running lights on and has fine opportubity to engage
hie target. The other one was a early morning, low altitude, straffing attack,
The total damage caused by the six raids that bombg fell in target area was the
dostrustion of one B~24, one B-17, one A-29 and minor damage to about twelve

eticrs due to bomd fragments.

h. In May 1943, the antiaireraft artillery commander proposed a plan
for using day fighters overhead at night to attack illumimated eneny planes
after bomb relesss. Dus to the amall defended arez and the close in perimeter
the normal fighter-searahlight tean set-up was impracticabls, In mid-May, the
sbove plan was put into operation using a P-38. The cooperation and the fine
work of searchlights and pilots resulted in the destrustion of 5 Betties (2 EB) .-
in only & very few attacks, The searchlights were oredited with a total of

56 1lluxdnations out of 90 suiteble targets.

-3 e
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Proper Targets
Idluminations

i. There were only two daylight attecks wilch developed during this
poriod, This small number ean probably be accredited to the excellent fighter
defense provided by the pilets of the Ammy, Navy, Marines and the New Zealand
air Forces. In the one big atteck on 16 June 1943, when 120 Jap iivebombers
ehd Fighters atbacked shipping lying offshore between Point Crus and Roll Point
over 75 of the attackers were shot down by friendly fighterss On snother occasion
six Pebli's, returning frem a misasion, intercepted about 80 Jap planes 100 miles
north of Guadaloanal, shot six down and turned the rest of the flight without the

loss of a single plane.

&
-3 O
o

SEARQHLICGHTS FE MR AR MAY JUN _JUL A6 ST ROTAL
1 16 16 a 0 90
69 9

2, Korotal Caspaipm. -

B ‘a. ‘the antiasirecraft artillery defense of the ocsupisd area of Horotai,
Botherlands -iast, indies has begn the responsidility of the 2148h AAA Group from
15 september 1944 (D Day) to d dte. 1initially, the Group was composed of the
following organisations: :

" Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2lith AAA Growp |
528th AsA Gun Battalion - ' ‘
7%4hth AAA Gun Battelion

_ 383rd AAA Automstic Vieapons Battalion

' 3808h AAA Automatic “eapons Babtalion
785th AAL Automatis Tespoms Battalien _
229th AAA Searchlight Battelion (Leas Battery B) _
Hesdquarters Detachment end 2d and Ath Platoons, 58th CA Surfece

Un 1 April 1945, after the situstion had besoms somswhat atetio, the
383md A2A Autamstie “eapons Battelion was relieved from attachment to 2l4th
aAk Group and attached to the 3lst Division for the Mindaneo Uperation. On
28 June 1945, movement orders on the 389th AAA Automatic “aapons Battaliom,
528¢h AAA Gun Battalion and 74hth AAA Gun Battalion were reseived. These units
departed this station oa the following dates and were attached to 6th Army
upon arrival at destination:

389th AAA Automatic Veapons EattalioD.ecscscesssness 13 July 1945
m AM Gm E’atmnmoooooovocooooooooc.ooIOQQQOQQ 30 J“]y 19"'5
7Mth AAA Gun B&ttﬂnonoo|ooo-oooaooooooooooo....... 16 Angust 19‘05
- “ -
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b, The primary aree for AAA dafense initially was the beaghheads and
the air strips undor developement. As the strips became usable the primary de-
fense misslon shifted to an area of apprexizately 6,000 by 10,000 feet in which
the three strips and the dispergal and repair aress are gongentrated. (8ee ex-
hibdés U, E, and F) For about thirty deys the enesy sesmed to be chiefly attack-
ing targets of opportunity within the occupied area. After the arrival of the
13th ALr Force, in Ostober, enemy affort appeared to be solely dirested at the
apes containing the air strips which centained choloe snd caclly logated targeta.
His bozbding, however, has appeared to be aimed at that area as a whole rather

 than any precise part of it.

6o There were &b ralda regorded by Fighter Seoter and the Antdaircraft
artillery. (See oxhibit G) Of thess, alx represent euemy activity well cutside
the gunfire ring and were resorded by AA only to kesp cainolidente of raid num-
bers with Fighter Sestor. In two raias the enemy planc reversed its course
upen the firing of alert guns and did not develop its atback, leaving a total
of 76 raids in which the enemy came within renge of AAA wecspons, One hundred
and cighty seven planes were involved in thess raids and they made 190 attaoks
cn the ares, For the purpose of those statistics an attask is defined as a
mghtw!aehoameintoransedmmponsonaheadingu!dehcouldreadnyhe
doveloped into a hostile sttack on the defended ares, ;

s% J. %AL
Bunber of raids gl% E% 2?0' '% &% a’..“!i

Tumed bagk by alert gun 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 2
Reids involving attacks Bl 12 26 18 b b :Jl: 76
13
1

Planes involved 34 19 ™ 40 3 187
Attacks made 3 20 86 38 1 3 190

There were no raids during thé months of February, April or Hay,

_ d. Of the 76 raide in which attacks developed 23 wore without advance
warning, and 15 attecks were made when AAA fire was restricted by the Fighter

Controller,.

Raids without warning BE% 2% Eﬂ; '%Ii %? &é d% 2%23&

2
ittacks without warning 7 2 -5 7
AAA F:l.ro restrioctod 2 6 5 l1 .0 0 1 15

6. Of the 190 attacks made subtracting the 15 atbacks on which AA
fire was rostricted lesves & total of 175 attacks at which AA elements wers
freo for astion, Of these 175 attacks 22 were delivered without advanced
warning, mostly at tree top altitude sund during perieds of very poor visibility,

: . SEPT JAN  MAR FOTAL
Mttacke made BT gz iy oo W 4 IpE
“hen fire restriotéd 2 é 5 b 0 (¢) 1 15
Attack targets for AAA 29 b7 3 8l 37 nw . 3 o 175

-5 -
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£. The 175 targets for AAA action attacked at all altitudos from tree-
tep hedght to over 25,000 feet. The AAA defense developed in strength and area
aovered as the island was cleared of its very high and heavy growth which per-
mitted better distribution of armsment and more suitable fields of fire. The
" ‘inoresse in offectivenesy of fire is reflected in the decreass in attacks at low
altitudes and an ensueing shift to high altitude attacks which were censistently
above 18,000 feot, It was noted in Desesber that even when there was a cloud
gover over the area that the attackers still tended to stay about the 20,000 feet

level,
ALCZIUDE OF ATTHGK \ NOY DIC  JAN AL
Below 1, foot ;' % g% "I% _@5. 0 H% ﬂg ;E% %.2
1,000 to 5,000 n 15 1l I 1l 0 0 0 2 1la2.1
15,000 to 20,000 & 0 0 27 7Y 3 ) 0 45 25.9
Cver 20,000 " 0 0 25 15 8 2 0] 50 28.1
tminown ° 9 1 B 9o o o %
Totals 29 U 81 37 1 3 v 175 100.0

& Of the 175 attacks that were AAA targets 130 wers suitable for 90mm
fire only, 39 were gultable for only automatic weapons fire, and six were sult-
able for both types of fire.

%3 od d

90am targets only Q% E% 2% "% M; ' _J-.'g 1%
futo weapons tergete only 18 & 1 6 0 0 0 39
Targets for both 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 [

he Antiaireraft artillery action resulted in the destrustion of seven-
tesn planes, in the probsble destruetion of seven planes and in damage to twalve
cthers, Automatic weapons are credited with eight destroyed, six probebles and
seven damageg, or 53,8% of the automstis weapons tarsgets, probably accounted for
the low percentage of low altitude attacks during the last fov merths of enemy
action, The number agcredited to 90mm fire alone, seven dectroyed, one probable
and five damsged, while not large, has undoubtedly been kopt down by the high al~
titudes flomn. The number turned back by 90mm fire, 67, indleates that mush more
damage was inflicted by 90mm fire than we could acourately assess.

SEPT NOY D3 g TOTAL

= > 9 an 4w a4 o
&ubo weapons fire 3 3 2 4] 0 0 0 8
PJa‘ln:ely 1 1 0 0 & 6 0 2
90mm fire 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1l
Auto weapons fire b 1l 4 0 o] 0 0 é
fire 0 0 5 0 0 0 o 5

Auto weapons fire 2 1 4 0 (o] 0 0 7

Atkfoks turmed sway

Kn fire 2 5 26 29 ' 1 0 67
Auto weapons fire 3 o 1l 0 0 0 0 [
Searghlights 0 0 2 (7] 1 o 1 'Y

L]
o
!

e
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Attacks are congidersd as turned away when the plane changes gourse
away from the defended area in the face of AAA action, whether or not he has
jottiscned his bombs. tie have not counted as a turnaway instances where bombs
were dropped far outside the defemded area but the plane eontinued across the
area in evasive action the AAA fire appeared the cause of the early bomb drop-

« Reither have we insluded any oredit for a turnaway in numberous instances
where the plane was destroyed in the turnaway although the turnaway was an se-
gamplishment of the AAA misgdon.

i, ln terms of percentages of targets presented, and considering that
the turning away of an attaoksr is a campletion of the AAA mipsion alsmost as
satlafactory as his destrustion, the figure of 58.4% ac¢amplishment seems note-
worthy, Beuring evidense to the effectiveness of the antlaireraft artillery
astdon is the record of only 19 strings of bombs, many of them only amsll antd-~
persomnel typo, and two additionsl straffings, falling on the strip area, Sev-
eral of thege occaslons were sneak raids when friendly planes were landing.

Peroent of attagkers SEPT BT KOV DEC JAN MAR JUE TOPAL
turned deck, destroyed,
or probabled, by:

g0nm fire 17.2 35,7 37.0 8l.1l 4Lhidy 333 0. 43.8
Auto weapong fire 2".1 3507 806 0. 0. 0. OQ 11l.1
ddﬂw 30‘0 701 00 0. 00 0. 00 102
Searchlights o 0 2 0. ua 0 1000 _z3

Totals hhe7 78,5 48,0 B8l.1 55.5 3343 100, 58.4

Jo 1In September the antiairoraft artillery commander prepossd to the
Fighter Commander a plan for a fighter-searchlight team, In mdd-llovember the
fighter-searchlight team set-up, that was used very suscessful st Guadalgansl,
was put into operation., Initially a P-38 with nightfighter pilot and later Spit-
fires of the 80th ¥Wing, RAAF were employed. This cooperation and the fine work
of searchlights and pilots rosulted in sredit to the 418th Rightfighter Squadron
for three destruotions and twe probebles in cight attaske, and the RAAF for one
dostroyed in one attack. Theo searchlights are also credited with assisting by
illwwination in four destrustions and two probables by AAA fire. The search-
lights illuminated 61 out of 122 proper targets. :

dJ
B e o Hir B e B Sl Gl Gl
Illuninetions 10 2 39 7 1 1 i 61
Aggiste to AAA 1 1l 7 2 0 e] 0 i1
heglsts to fighters 0 4] 5 1l 0 (6] 0 6

k. There have been no full daylight attacks on the area, tho in the
early days of the operation low altitude raids were made ap the sun was rising
above or setting on the horizon, The narrowness of the ccgupied area definitely
limited the shape of the defense, but by cutting clearings in rain forest and
altering the shape of coral hills a defense was establighed which covered all
angles of approash. Tre weakness in warning egainst low altitude attacks from

- 7 -
8=E~Q=R~E~T



Swie(=R=-E~T

the northern side which is due to radar ineffectiveness against hilly terrain was
to a large extent overcome by extra alertness of gun crews and curtailment of
friendly airoraft flying at night north of the defended area,

1. In acdition to the alerts called to repel actusl raids all AAA units
have stood daily dewn and dusk alerts, dach of one hour or more duration, and 281
other red and yellow alerts of verying length. The automatic weapons and sesroh~
light units also stood spesial -helf orew alerts thoughout all the moonlight hours
of the moonlight reriods until February 45. At the same time the AAA installations
ard bivouass have been developed to the point where all are a source of pride and
the personnel have undergone supervised training except during the periods of

greatest enemy activity.

Alevts called by SEET 2CT MOV DEg JAN PEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL TOPiL
Flghter Sestor ‘

Dayldght "2 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 49,
Dusk to 2200 hrs 16 23 27 19 &L & 2 3 0 0 2 100
2200 to 0200 hrs 13 17 28 22 & 3 4 1 3 1 3 103
0200 to dawn 2 25 3 27 4 2 0 9 2 1 1105

Totals 67 8, 8 7L 16 -8 6 4 .3 2.7 357

m. Ae a sesondary mission the antiaireraft ertillery wes charged with
regponeidbility for the offshore defense, supported therein by the Field Artillery,
4 separate Offshore Defense Center was operated by the AA at its Headquarters
for that purpose during the peried 1 December 1944 to 5 April 1945, Subsequent;
%o 5 Aprdl 1945 the 93rd Infantyy Division assumed the responsibility for the off-
shore defense and were supplemented by AA elements of this group. ,

B, The Antiaircraft Artdllery has very effectively supported the Field
Artillery by 90mm fire on & number of occasions, its weapens reaching many thousend
yards farther than the field artillery wespons. An efioctive plan was developed
for the use of 584 radars and the artillery llaison plane to accurately losate
targete for fire action by either 90zm of field artillery weapens. The same plan
has boen used to survey the enemy arsas in order to correst maps and also to locate
en the ground points seleoted fram maps whish the plane and patrols have not been

able to Epﬂto

IV. IMPORTANT PROBL:-MS ARD SOLUTICHS

1. Attached hereto, and msrkod exhibits, are the following documsnte, the
ocontents of esch being noteworthy in view of the exvellent results obtained there-

froms .

8. SCP Searchlight - Fighter Cooperation Exhibit H
b. 30 for Off-chore Defense Center txhibit I
ce SOP for Antiairoraft Artillery Operations Center  ixhibit J
d. Narretive Report of Experiments AA Rader vith ‘

Fleld irtillery Plane : Exhibit K

a, Special Scale of 40mm Gun Exhibit L

£f. Moblle Antiairoraft Operations Room £xhibit M
-8~
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Ve OCUMENDATIONS

1. Attached hereto, and marked exhibits, are the follewing commendations
rogeived by this group.

a, Commendstion, Commanding General, XIV Corps Exhibit K
b, Commendation, Commanding Genersal, U, =, Army

Foroes, USAFISPA ' ixhibit O
cs Commendation, Commending General, iI Corps Exhibit P

d. Commendation, Commanding Generel, 4Oth AAA ‘
Brigade hxhibit Q

FOR THE GHOUP CQUMANDERS

OFFICIAL: A WILLIAM T, NGRRIS
Capt, 21hth AsA Group
Ags't S~3

_»_’/,f_‘.‘._
ARTHUR R. KO8
Capt, 2lhth AAA Group
Adjutant

- 9 -
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