° 18 Reginald Harry Myburgh (Reg) Hands

Chise”ed on the dome of the entrance hall to Rhodes House, 9 South Parks Roag
Oxford are the names of those Rhodes Scholars who perished in World Wars | ang ”_'
RHM (Reg) Hands is among them.

Reg Hands was the eldest of the three talented Hands brothers, a well-known family of -
Cape Peninsula athletes in the late 19th and early 20th Century. The three Hands broth.
ers had one sister Doris who married Dr E Atkinson, of Molteno. Their father Harry Hangs -
(in later years, Sir Harry Hands) was born at King's Norton, Worcestershire, in 1860, Ho -
was educated at King Edward School, Birmingham, and represented his school in rughy
and cricket. He came to South Africa in 1881, joined the Claremont Cricket Club in188)
and was regarded as their best bowler for a period of ten years. For some 15 years, he alsp “F
served as secretary of the Western Province Cricket Club. He began his career in the |-
accounting office of the Cape Government Railways, but later practised as an accountapt ©{"
and auditor in partnership with C Oscar Shore, His career in service of his communiy - |-
began as councillor of the Claremont Municipality before he later became mayor of ..
Claremont In 1912/13 he became mayor of Cape Town and from 1915 to 1918, during the :
difficult war years, he again occupied the mayoral chair. In 1919 he received the kg
(Knight of the British Empire) and the Cross of Commander of the Order of Leopo
which was conferred upon him by the King of Belgium. His wife Lady Aletta Catherine
daughter of PA Myburgh of Elsenburg) was also active in all departments of war work ap
received the “la Medaille de la Reine Elisabeth” from the King of Belgium, and 2 silve
medal from the Italian Red Cross Society. During the late 1910s and 1920s Sir and L
Hands lived at “Talana”, Claremont, Cape Town. ‘

World War | and all three were mentioned in dispatches. Reg and Pam s
Heavy Artillery, and Ken served with the Royal Engineers in France. Reg also
career. Pam initially followed in his elder brothers footsteps, but soon aft

law degree he changed to accounting. The third brother Ken studied engin
practised as a civil engineer before joining his fathers firm of accountants in
The name of the firm was Hands and Shore, and its offices were at 106 StG
Cape Town.

ZEQK South Africa’s Crickeﬁ'




' Roag,
ang Jj.

nily of
broth-
Hands
0. He
rughy
1882
2 alsg
1 the
nant
unity
or of
] the
KBE
'd I,
(the
and
lver
ady

—

three brothers represented Western Province in cricket (Reg from 1912 till 1914 in
ihree Currie Cup games and two other first-class games, Pam from 1906 till 1927 in 13
currie Cup games and 11 other first-class games, and Ken from 1921 #ill 1931 in 21
yrrie Cup games and seven other first-class games). All three also represented South
Africa in cricket (Reg in-one test in 1913/14 against England; Pam played in seven offi-
i c;af,and two unofficial tests between 1913/14 and 1924; and Ken in one test in 1924/
5 against SBJ Joel's English team). All three brothers were above-average rugby players.
" Reg was an England international, while both he and Pam played for the SA Army XV
~ versus the New Zealand XV during World War 1. Ken was selected to play rugby for the

Free State, but was unable to attend the Currie Cup tournament of 1914.

~ Reg was killed in World War I in France on April 20, 1918, at the age of 29. Ken died in
© Paris, France on November 18, 1954, age 62, where he was visiting at the time. Pam died
- in Parys, in the Free State, on April 27, 1951, age 61. (The feat of the three Hands
- brothers’ representing South Africa on the cricket field is equalled only by the three Tancred
" brothers: Augustus Bernard, Louis Joseph, and Vincent Maximillian. The three Tancreds

S represented South Africa from 1888/89 until 1919/20 in a total number of 17 tests. See AB

Tancred, above.)

Reg Hands was at Bishops from 1899 to 1907,
During that period he passed the School Higher, the
Matriculation (first class, 1905) and the Intermediate
(second class, 1906) examinations. At Bishops he
played for the First XI in 1906 and 1907 and he also
captained them in his last season there. He also
played for the First XV, and represented Bishops in
the Inter-Collegiate race in 1906, He won the Jamieson
prize for the best all-round sportsman at the College
in 1906. He was also a prominent member of the

debating society.

In 1907, having been elected as Rhodes Scholar, he
went to University College, Oxford to read law, Reg
graduated with a BA (Honours in Law) (2nd class) in
1910. He won rugby Blues in 1908 and 1909. In 1908

Captain Reg Hands, circa 1916

the annyaj derby between Oxford and Cambridge ended in a draw, but the next year
Oxford crashed their opponents 35-0. After completing his studies at Oxford he played

rugby for Blackheath. While playing for the Blackheath Club he played seven matches for
the Barbarians during the 1908 season. He was also selected to represent England as a
forward in the last two rugby internationals of the 1909/10 European winter. He made his
debut against France on March 3, 1910 at Parc des Princes, Paris. England won 11-3. His
second test was against Scotland on March 19,1910 at Inverleith. England won 14-5. Why
he did not play for England again after that season remains a mystery since he was at his
best after that. One of his contemporaries on the rugby field recalls that Reg Hands

Was a very fine player and readily adapted himself to any style .. the bigger the game, and the better the
©mpany, the better he played. He was quiet, unassuming, and modest, and would not willingly hurt a soul,
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He passed the Bar finals with a second class in April 1911 and was called to the Midgje
Temple Bar, London. Reg Hands returned to South Africa during July 1911 and practiseq
as advocate at the Cape Bar from 1911 t0 1913. Owing to his early death at the age of 29,
he never had the opportunity to establish himself at the Bar, and as a result very little i

plained that he wag
“sitting at the Bar in Cape Town and teaching [himself] the lessons of patience”, things
were not that bad. From Wylie's responding letter it appears that Reg was getting Mmore
work than most of his colleagues, ‘

season he had a batting average of 72, which was the pick of the Western Provincgf
batting averages for that season. In 1913/14 he played for Western Province, the Cape

Colony, and in one test for South Africa, against the MCC team of JWHT Douglas, He
scored nil and seven in his two test innings respectively.

During Reg’s years at the Cape Bar from 1911 to 1913 he also played for the Bars soci;
cricket team, which included the very able likes of Murray Bisset, Beauclerk Upingto
Justice Hopley, WH Mars, and Al “Sport” Pienaar.

More than one hundred ODs died in World War 1. Four of this unfortunate
Rhodes Scholars. Reg Hands belongs to both groups. In fact he acted

secretary to the College Council until he went to South West Africa with the
Light Horse during World War | (19

for a time was acting major, until he was invalided to England from France with tren
fever, On discharge from hospital he was put in charge of a depot at Devenport
while. He then rejoined his battery in France in December 1917,

March 1 of the same year h
1918 the 73
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pouse in the village. At about 4:30 on Thursday April 18th, the Germans opened a strong
pombardment on the battery, as well as the back areas, including La Bourse. The officers’
- quarters were hit between 5:30 and 5:45. Captain Hands and two other officers,
- [jeutenants Maasdorp and Brown were in bed in their pajamas in one room when a shell
it bursting as it broke through the wall. Miraculously, only Lt Maasdorp was injured and
~his two comrades placed him on a stretcher and carried him to a dressing station nearby

“inthe village. On reaching the dressing station, they all began vomiting. They then realised,
- for the first time, that their room had been hit by a gas shell. By that time Reg Hands' eyes
- had begun to swell and he was feeling the effects of the gas. (The severity of the mustard-gas
“shells was such that the four medical orderlies who attended to Reg Hands were so badly
gassed by the gas exuding from his clothing, that they all had to be evacuated the follow-
. ing day.) He was taken to a hospital near Bruay, a few miles further, where they arrived at

“about 10:00. By that time he was quite blind and suffering some pain. Typical of his
consideration for others, even under those circumstances he ordered his batman to bring
him his writing-case and materials for him to finish some paperwork. He also remem-

| bered that he owed his batman some money for wages, and gave him a 50 franc note in
settlement. He died of gas poisoning on Saturday April 20, 1918, and was buried in Flanders.

lh a special meeting of the Cape Town City Council following his death notice, Reg Hands

was described by the deputy mayor
Tﬁi} LA ?E CAPT. REQ?%W

of Cape Town, Mr R} Verster, as a
ﬁANBS ‘gallant gentleman” and possess-
sty

ing “noble traits of character
Cxty Cougxcs s Resolution of

sympathetic, unassuming and
loveable disposition and genial

which were “revealed in a gentle,
‘ Sympathy.

A special meeting of the City Council
was held yesterday mominp;. mainly for
the purpose of expressing sympathy
with the Mayor an Mayoress at the
death of their son. L
The Deputy-Mayor (Mr. R. J.
Verster), who presided, raid: Since the
ast meeting of the Couneil news has
been received of the death, whilat fight-
ing for King and Empire in France, of
4 young and wecll-known citizen of Lapf
Town, Captain R, H. M. IHands, ihe
cldcst son of our esteemed Mayor, who
succumbed to the -effect of wounda and
Bas poisoning on Saturday, April 20.
The news of Captain Hands' death has
been reccived with universal expressions
of sorrow and regret, for he enjoyed
Immense popularity, csp«*cxaliv in sport-
g cireles, where hm demiss  will be
narticularly deplored.
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though strong personality”. At the
time of his death his parents were
mayor and mayoress of Cape
Town. {His father was mayor from
1912 10 1913 and again from 1915
to 1918.) Nine days after Reg’s
death the City Council of Cape
Town accepted the following mo-
tion:

“[TIhe Council do record their pro-
found regret at the lamentable
decease of the late Captain RHM
Hands, who died whilst fighting for
King and Empire in France on
Aprit 20, 1918, and do tender their
sincere sympathy with His Worship
the Mayor and Mayoress and the
members of the family of the
deceased officer in their sad
bereavement.”
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He is described as a cheery and energetic man who was bound to have ma
and to have done honour to his profession and country had he lived longer.
ties with Bishops and in his will he left £100 to the school for ‘General Knowledge of
Current Events”. The two Hands prizes are still awarded annually for essays “showing
general knowledge of current events, social, political and sporting”

de his Mark
He kept his

o
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